Functional recovery after near complete traumatic deficit of the cervical cord lasting more than 24 h.
Two young men presented with a complete cervical cord deficit associated with bilateral C4-C5 dislocation and 11 mm encroachment (sagittal narrowing) of the spinal canal in one case and near complete cervical cord deficit due to a crush fracture of the C7 vertebral body with 9 mm axial compression and 50% antero-posterior encroachment of the canal in the other case. There was no improvement within the first 24 h. Both patients left the hospital walking after open surgical realignment and complete cord decompression.